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CLASSES/WORKSHOPS

Wednesday, September 1 or
Wednesday September 14, 12 pm

CES Anchorage Outreach Center: Handling the 
Harvest. Two sessions available. Explore the good, 
the bad and the need to know information for food 
preservation techniques like freezing, dehydrating and 
canning. We will also discuss how to choose the best 
food preservation technique for your needs and where 
to find resources and equipment you need. Via Zoom. 
Register for the first session or the second session.

Thursday, September 2, 12 pm

Mat-Su Experimental Farm & Extension Center: 
Dehydrating Fruits and Vegetables (including Herbs). 
Methods of dehydration, steps in drying fruits and 
vegetables, fruit leather, equipment, storage, rehydration 
and use of dried foods. Making jerky and smoking fish 
will be reviewed. Safety and storage of non-preserved 
foods will also be discussed. Via Zoom. Register here.

 
Thursday, September 2, 7-9 pm

Anchorage Garden Club: Making Sauerkraut. Learn 
how to make sauerkraut from the cabbage you have 
grown. Location: Pioneer Schoolhouse 437 E 3rd 
Avenue.

Tuesday, August 3, 12 pm

Mat-Su Experimental Farm & Extension Center: 
Canning Vegetables and Legumes. Heat processing low 
acid produce, vegetables and legumes, in jars, botulism 
prevention, use and care of a pressure canner, methods 
of preparing the vegetables and legumes. Via Zoom. 
Register here.

Wednesday, September 8, 12 pm

CES Anchorage Outreach Center: In the Virtual 
Pantry: An Introduction to Home Canning. Grab your 
lunch and join this bi-weekly series designed for people 
interested in learning how to preserve their harvest, 
including canning, dehydrating, and freezing for 
extended storage. Via Zoom. Register here.

AUGUST 2021 EVENT CALENDAR
Tuesday, September 14, 12 pm

Mat-Su Experimental Farm & Extension Center: 
Putting Your Garden Tools to Bed + Lawn Mower 
Maintenance. As the season is coming to a close, Jim 
Ericksen will demonstrate how to put your garden tools 
to bed, what types of things to do to your lawn, and 
what maintenance your lawn mower and other tools 
need before being put away for the winter. Join on 
Facebook live.

Wednesday, September 15 or
Wednesday September 29, 12 pm

CES Anchorage Outreach Center: An Alaska 
Gardener’s Fall & Winter To-Do List. With fall 
approaching, it will soon be time to put our gardens to 
bed for the winter. In this free virtual class, learn how 
to organize your fall and winter to-do list and give your 
garden a great start for next spring. Register for the first 
session or the second session.

Continued on next page

https://bit.ly/HtH2021
https://bit.ly/HtH_21eve
https://alaska.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAqcO-prD4qEtJI1gQEJ5fbovZZ1FVeVADH?fbclid=IwAR0xRj0n6W9_xBoOAMWAVsNAekboWvrnwc8DZfgFX4u52XGu1EQq7Jx3I7s
https://alaska.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqcuGqrTIsH9IP0sNHa8YpB63N3w2XySQd?fbclid=IwAR1E_p92RkIAxYoQg16pCymyBw6L7Ivo7THWTIGeEJVywo0GwoJoPKwSaxA
https://bit.ly/UAFCES_ITVP2021
https://fb.me/e/1uOSfXmQT
https://fb.me/e/1uOSfXmQT
https://bit.ly/FWtodo091521
https://bit.ly/FWtodo09282021
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BIRD CHATTER
Master Gardener class updates If you hadn’t already 

heard the news, there will be no in-person Master 
Gardener class in Anchorage this year, and the fall online 
class is full. Guess we will have a smaller crop of new 
Master Gardeners in 2022.

Are slugs beer snobs? Your newsletter editor recently 
purchased a six-pack of Alaska Brewery White to 
split with her slugs, but they mainly ignored it. Some 
unofficial crowdsourcing on the Alaska Master Gardener 
Facebook page indicated that slugs prefer cheap, malty 
brews. One Pabst Blue Ribbon tall boy later, and her 
slugs were lost in the sauce.

Better than beer? The Mat-Su Cooperative Extension 
Service recently shared a science article on new research 
from the Oregon State University Extension Service 
which found slugs and snails are attracted to bread 
dough. The research indicated bread dough was effective 
for at least eight days in the field and more attractive to 
slugs than beer, hostas or strawberries. “We gave them a 
choice of food and they consistently went for the bread 
dough,” one researcher said. “They really, really like it. 
They went bonkers for it. Bread dough outperformed 
everything.” 

Don Bladow for the win As of August 24, the Harvest 
of Hope Memorial Garden had harvested more than 
1,830 pounds of produce for a local food pantry and 
rescue mission, with at least that much or more still in 
the ground. The bulk of the harvest has been zucchini 
and turnips. Still looking forward to digging potatoes 
and carrots in September and October.

If that wasn’t enough winning, Don also brought 
home several Alaska State Fair blue ribbons for produce 
he grew at the Hope Memorial Garden this year. 
Congrats!

What’s new, interesting, confounding and delightful? 
Send your bits of interesting garden news to birdchatter@
alaskamastergardeners.org.

Wednesday, September 22, 12 pm

CES Anchorage Outreach Center: In the Virtual 
Pantry: Shelf-Stable Jams, Jellies and Preserves. Via 
Zoom. Register here.

MEETINGS & EVENTS

Thursday, September 9, 7-9 pm
Wildflower Garden Club: Regular Meeting and 

Program. Featuring a presentation, “Fungus Among Us 
- Alaska Mushrooms” by Christin Swearingen. Presented 
via Zoom. Get details.

Thursday, September 20, 7-9 pm
AMGA Member Meeting: Nick Riordan, Keenan 

Plate and Nick Bachman present “Urban Gardening in 
Anchorage with Yarducopia and Grow North Farm. Via 
Zoom.

JOBS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ETC.

The Grow North farmstand along Mountain View 
Drive is open 4-7 pm, Mondays to Fridays. selling fresh 
produce picked onsite that day. Food trucks on site 4-7 
pm on Thursdays. Contact Nick Bachman for more info 
at 865-5213 or nbachman@anchoragelandtrust.org.   

AMGA is seeking program topics for future monthly 
member meetings. Most of the spaces are filled for 2021 
but we are looking for 2022 topics. If you have ideas, 
please contact AMGA vice president Troy Weiss at 
troydweiss@gmail.com. 

Check out a wide range of volunteer opportunties with 
local garden projects at Volunteers 4 Anchorage Gardens, 
a list compiled by AMGA and the Alaska School Garden 
Network.

Did you miss Brenda Adams’ “Mastering Garden 
Design” class? AMGA will offer it again in the fall. Most 
likely starting in early October. Sign up here to make 
sure you get the first notice. Please note that this class 
will not be offered for an Advanced Certificate and will 
be open to all gardeners. 

AMGA is surveying members on topics for the next 
Advanced MG class. Give your input by filling out our 
online survey.

Event Calendar, continued from previous page
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